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“FH fa@ Her andby fas AH aA I” 





Pioneer and the Harbinger of the sanctity, purity and 
equality of women folks in the Khalsa Panth; 
“Recgonise the oneness of the Humanity 
and the entire Human race” 

First time in the Sikh history Sri Satguru Ram Singh Ji 
baptised Sikh Women and transformed them into 
true Kaur’s (Princess) : Khalsa brotherhood on 
4th June 1863 at 
Village SIAR, Dist. Ludhiana, Panjab, India 
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‘Do not kill a girl or barter her. Neither should you take 
any money of her. You should have no relationship with the 
person who kills a girl, sells a girl or exchange her with 
another (such as marrying your daughter to somebody's son 
and taking his daughter as a wife for your own son).’ 


Conduct the wedding of your daughter when she is 
eighteen anda boy when he reaches twenty, not before.’ 


The above words are taken from two of the many 
letters © (hukamnamas), Guru Ram Singh Ji wrote when he 
was in prison in exile in Burma after 1872 and illustrate his 
huge concern for the position in which women and girls found 
themselves in. He called such heinous acts as the gravest of 
sins. 


What | find particularly moving for me is that he is not 
that much dwelling on his own imprisonment thousands of 
miles away across the oceans but the value he gave to the 
uplift of women in the community, which he led before he 
was taken away by the colonial administrators. 
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If we study the social history of nineteenth century 
India, it was quite common among certain groups to kill a girl 
at birth or bury her alive. If she lived, she was married off as 
a child, the parents had to give dowry to her husband's family 
which may well be beyond their means. Life expectancy was 
low and if her husband died or killed in war, she led the life of 
complete misery and poverty as a denounced widow. The 
Sikh Gurus had given the women in the community 
tremendous boost through giving them the opportunity to 
participate in worship at an equal level, stopping female 
infanticide, encouraging simpler wedding ceremonies and 
widow remarriage. Still the broad cultural traditions and 
caste hierarchies continued and the impact of the Gurus’ 
reforms particularly after the defeat of the Sikhs at the hands 
of the English in 1845 got lost in the malaise of moral 
degradation. 


It is very fortuitous that as we celebrate the 150 years 
of the recreation of the Khalsa in 1857 by Satguru Ram Singh 
ji, we also give heartfelt thanks in gratitude to him for putting 
us on the path to gender equality, through his preaching and 
practical actions, in an age of systematic social, religious, 
economic and political discrimination. It was during that 
period that the Sikh women were also initiated through the 
partaking of ‘Amrit’ by them. The Namdhari belief is that it 
was Guru Ram Singh who brought the equality of initiation to 
women because it did not happen at the time of Guru Gobind 
Singh when the Khalsa was created. 
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Guru Ram Singh's vision was of a society with a strong 
moral fibre in which men and women played an equal part. 
He knew the importance of girl’s education as a vehicle of 
social and religious reform and told parents to teach their 
daughters literacy skills in Gurmukhi, so that they could have 
direct access to the scriptures. Both sons and daughters were 
enjoined to learn the daily prayers by heart so that they could 
perform them at the prescribed times wherever they might 
be, as wellas meditating on the received ‘word’(Naam). 


In 1863, the practice of mass weddings was introduced 
to enable families to gather together at special events in the 
religious calendar and to remove the pressure on them of 
costly ceremonies and to create a more united inter-caste 
community, caste being no barrier to a spiritual union 
between two people and the social coming together of 
families. This ‘Anand Marriage’ ceremony, in which the 
reading of the wedding hymns from Adi Granth, the holy 
scripture was done for the first time, set a precedent for the 
wider Sikh community to free themselves of the priestly class 
who had subjugated them in unnecessary complicated and 
costly ritual. Satguru Ram Singh Ji’s stress on two adults 
taking on the responsibility of a married couple in an age 
when chidren could be entered into wedlock without 
understanding its implications, was far ahead of its time and 
it is essential that it is not forgotten but built upon in the 
present context. 
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Furthermore, Satguru Ram Singh ji exalted women to 
become Subas, district preachers for administering to the 
religious and spiritual needs of the locality. Women like Bibi 
Hukmi were formidable in their areas such as the Ludhiana 
District for actively engaging in promoting deeper religious 
understanding as well as inculcating the message of freedom 
from colonial rule. 


Those who have studied the history of women’s 
struggle for equal rights in the UK would know that it was a 
long, dangerous and difficult path in the 20" century to gain 
the right to vote and to gain the right to be a preacher. In 
certain religious communities such rights are hard to come 
by, though some women are making some headway. The 
medical technology has advanced tremendously in improving 
women’s health and longevity but it is being used in India and 
particularly in the Punjab for gender identification and for 
subsequent abortion of the female foetus. The 2001 census 
shows that for 0-6 age group there are 786 girls to 1000. This 
is a huge demographic concern which would have adverse 
effect on society. The current spiritual leader of the Namdhari 
Sikhs Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh ji has commanded the 
community not to engage in such sinful practices but to 
honour the female foetus as gift. 


The hukamnamas of Satguru Ram Singh ji give us the 
way forward for our society's welfare, progress, continuity, 
peace and happiness. it is high time that we model ourselves 
on his teachings so that we can become worthwhile 
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practitioners of the moral principles and with God’s benign 
mercy upon us, guardians of present heritage and future 
prosperity. 
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